
The Terminal 
Generation

1 Corinthians 15:47-58

Several books on prophecy have been titled, 
“The Terminal Generation.” “Terminal” means “constituting the end
of a period.” The present period of time, lasting for almost 2000 years,
may rightly be referred to as the Church Age. During this time, the
Lord Jesus has been building His Church (Matt. 16:18), adding to it
daily such as should be saved (Acts 2:47). 

God has been visiting the Gentile nations in order to take out a
people for His Name (Acts 15:14). This building program will be
terminated when the full number of Gentiles are incorporated into the
Body of Christ (Rom. 11:25). The expression “fullness of the Gentiles”
does not exclude Jews from the body of Christ, but merely points to the
fact that the overwhelming majority of believers in this Church Age
are Gentiles. 

Paul revealed that there will be a whole generation of believers who
will not see physical death (1 Cor. 15:51-52), but instead will be
caught up as a group, along with Church saints who have already died,
to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4:13-18). In God’s building
program, we might consider ourselves in the steeple stage. As our
godless world prepares for a one world government, the final living
stones (1 Pet. 2:5) will soon be added to complete the building. The
period characterized by grace will end; and the period characterized by
wrath will begin, although God will certainly show His grace even
during the time of wrath. 

Some day, perhaps very soon, the last person of this Age will
believe on Christ. Then, in a moment (“atom”) of time, all believers
will be removed from earth. Whether or not this event takes place in
our lifetime, the fact remains that our time on earth is short. May we
faithfully serve our Master, and may souls be reached with the gospel!

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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