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The Greek term [pepeismai] translated “per-\f ,
suaded” or “confident” means “to be convinced, | -
fully persuaded, to have full assurance about [ R
something.” How comforting to know that the v \.f} ‘,, j
child of God can have absolute certainty about "l
crucial matters that are vitally important for time and eternity!
O The Certainty of God Completing His Work in Us: “Being
confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). God
began that good work in us when we were saved and God guarantees
that what He started will be brought to final completion (Rom. §:28-
30). Christ-likeness and glorification await us! Paul was convinced that
his future was bright.

O The Certainty of God’s Keeping Power: “For | know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which T have
committed unto Him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Paul deposited
his soul into the hands of the Almighty, and Paul was absolutely
convinced that God would faithfully guard that deposit, and keep him
safe to the very end. God’s bank in heaven has never lost a deposit
(John 6:39).

O The Certainty of God’s Unfailing Love: “Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation or distress or persecution or
famine or nakedness or peril or sword?....For  am persuaded that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:35,38,39). Romans 8 begins with “no
condemnation” (Rom. 8:1) and it ends with “no separation” (Rom.
8:35-39). Paul was convinced that nothing, not even death itself, could
sever his relationship with God’s Son, the Lover of his soul.

~George Zeller: www.middletownbiblechurch.org
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